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This month CNN’s ‘Leading Women’ meets Cristeta Comerford, the White House Executive Chef and
Mindy Grossman, CEO of the Home Shopping Network.
In 2005, Philippines-born Cristeta Comerford made culinary history when she was appointed the White
House Executive Chef by then First Lady Laura Bush – the ﬁrst female and the ﬁrst minority to ever
hold her post. For almost two decades, the mother-of-one has worked behind the scenes making sure
the president, his family and high-proﬁle guests enjoy well balanced well cooked meals. The 51-yearold has served under three presidents – joining the Clinton administration in 1995, working for the Bush
government and now serving Barack Obama throughout his two terms. Comerford talks to CNN’s Isha
Sesay about growing up in Manila as one of 11 children, her journey to the U.S. at age 23 to work as a
“salad girl”, and feeding the most powerful man in the world at the White House.
Also on ‘Leading Women’ this month, Isha Sesay meets Mindy Grossman, the CEO of the Home
Shopping Network, an e-commerce superpower which has become one of the top 10 most traﬃcked
digital commerce sites. Grossman is the current holder of the 2014 ‘Fast Company’s Most Creative
Person in Business’, and has been honoured with a place on the Forbes ‘Most Powerful Women in the
World’ list three times. Today she oversees a retail portfolio including the HSN and Cornerstone brands
worth $3.4 billion, with a shopping empire supplying everything from home furnishings to food. She
tells CNN how she did it and what inspires her.
‘Leading Women’ connects CNN viewers to extraordinary women of our time. Each month CNN meets
two women at the top of their ﬁeld, exploring their careers, lives and ideas.

- Ends Airtimes: Hong Kong, Beijing, Kuala Lumpur, Manila, Singapore and Taipei
Wednesday September 24 at 1730
Saturday September 27 at 1330
Sunday September 28 at 2030
www.cnn.com/leadingwomen
About CNN International
CNN’s portfolio of news and information services is available in ﬁve diﬀerent languages across all major
TV, internet and mobile platforms reaching more than 380 million households around the globe,
including over 53 million across the Asia Paciﬁc region. CNN International, awarded “News Channel of

the Year” by the Royal Television Society in 2013 and 2014, is the number one international TV news
channel according to all major media surveys across Europe, the Middle East and Africa, the Asia Paciﬁc
region and Latin America. The CNN digital network is consistently one of the top news and current
aﬀairs destination on the web. CNN has 42 editorial oﬃces and more than 1,100 aﬃliates worldwide
through CNN Newsource. CNN International is part of Turner Broadcasting System, Inc., a Time Warner
company.Get the latest social media updates from CNN at: facebook.com/cnninternational @cnnasiapr

